In the time it takes to read a text message
or change the radio station, a distracted
driver can cause a crash injuring or Killing
himself or someone else. Don’t drive dis-

tracted. Make it home alive.

Make it Home:

DON’T DRIVE

DISTRACTED




What is Distracted Driving?

Distracted driving refers to any activ-
ity drivers engage in that takes their at-
tention from the primary task of driving.
It can be visual distraction, taking their
eyes from the road; manual distraction,
taking their hands from the wheel; or
cognitive distraction, taking their minds
from their driving.

The average American spends 540
hours a year, or about an hour and a
half a day, in the car. So, it is no wonder
that most people spend some of that
time eating, talking on the phone, tex-
ting, or playing with the radio.

Who Drives Distracted?

Although every driver has driven dis-
tracted, drivers under age 20 are most
likely to do so, followed by those 20-29.

Why is it Dangerous?

Distracted driving takes the driver’s
focus away from the road, slows reac-
tion time, reduces vehicle control, limits
awareness of the surroundings, and de-
creases overall driving ability. This leads
to increased near crashes and crashes,
causing property damage, injury and
even death to drivers, passengers and
pedestrians.

How Dangerous Is it?

Driver inattention is a cause of up to
80% of crashes in the U.S. In 2009, for
example, about 6,000 people were killed
and half a million people were injured by
distracted driving. Every vyear, these
crashes cause over $40 billion of damage.
And it is only getting worse: the number
of distracted drivers on the road increased
by half again between 2005 and 2010.

What is the Law?

Michigan law prohibits a person from
reading, manually typing or sending a text
message while operating a motor vehicle.
Violators will be ticketed and fined $100
for a first violation and $200 for following
violations. In some parts of Michigan, laws
also forbid other distracting activities like
cell phone use, eating, reading, or any-
thing that prevents the driver from having
control of the steering wheel with at least
one hand.

Information from Distraction.gov, the National Highway
Traffic Safety Association, the Network of Employers for
Traffic Safety, Roland Berger Strategy Consultants, the
Virginia Tech Transportation Institute, and MCL
257.602b.




